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Death Be Not Proud: Choice Two

The author of this book, John Gunther, describes his son’s, John Gunther Ir.’s, illness:
“A primitive to-the-death struggle of reason against violence, reason against disruption, reason WW
against brute unthinking force—this was what went on in Johnny’s head. What he was fighting frw—d‘(
against was the ruthless assault of chaos. What he was fighting for was, as it were, the life of the
human mind.” (Gunther 80) This is very descriptive, and, when reading the passage, you can
feel what the author is feeling. You can feel his anguish as he is discussing the ailment of hls)'{'a?“[aq
son. You can find meaning in what the author is expressing, (i {JE.[‘,H._L VI«P
To me, this passage means that Johnny is fighting to save his |"gin.d. He 'is trying to save
his accomplishments. If1 had worked as hard as he did to be able to go to Harvard, 1 would not
want to lose my chance. Johnny does not want to lose his chance. He does not want the tumor
to take his dreams away. He knows that if he does not strive to beat the tumor, his future will
fade and diminish into nothing. He will “lose™ his mind. Everything he has worked for, and
everything he cherishes, will be lost. “Let Johnny do exactly what he wants to do and die
happy.” (Gunther 105) “All he had now was his will to live, The cord of life was wearing very
thin, and if we took away hope, it would be bound to snap.” (Gunther 117) “But Johnny loved

life desperately and we loved him desperately and it was our duty to try absolutely everything ’
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and keep him alive as long as possible.” (Gunther 125) [Jloc e Hé‘ld m‘#""r
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After reading this segment, I predicted that Johnny would die. This upset me because he
would not have the option to fulfill his dream of going to Harvard. “I tried...to work out some
plausible arrangement with Dean Gummere whereby we could tell Johnny he had been admitted
to Harvard even if he could not go.” (Gunther 127-8) He would not be able to get married or

\&g ave children. This was infuriating to me since he did not get much of a chance to experience

life. “For fifteen months, hardly a week passed that Johnny did not have some kind of

ey

\05‘ examination or other: for month after agonizing month there were the bandages and dressings to
®§B}‘ be changed every day, day after day.. he faced and went through the most exhausting medical
‘v\r‘}] procedures.”’ (Gunther 25) I was also sad because it was depressing to hear about someone

\\q}i\'\ being very sick 1 felt miserable since there was little the doctors could do for him. “It was all

ﬁ,\% hopeless now. What Johnny had now, the pathologist said, was one of the worst of all forms of
tumor, glioma multiforme; moreover the specimen Mount got showed many mitotic figures: ie.
the production of malignant cells was rapidly increasing.” (Gunther 105) He was fighting for [
his life with a very slim chance of keeping it. Tmiul Lofpnnenr MMPPM “

- . In calling Johnny's fight with the tumor a “to-the-death struggle,” the author is being

.IFrecise. saying exactly what he means. He is telling the reader that Johnny’s battle was a fight

for his life. Johnny's conflict can be interpreted as an endeavor in which Johnny was hoping to

be the victor, but had almost all the odds against him--a small chance of a victory. When o <l

analyzing this, the whole “essence” of the book can also be described as the “essence” of

Johnny's illness. The book is about Johnny's disease, so the two are related. Johnny's sickness,

and the entirety of the book, is depicted as a war. A war for freedom from illness, a war for life.

“Everybody tried hard to keep him from being too active. But he said, ‘Walking around this way

helps the wound heal * [Gunther 120] “There’s no future to just sitting.”™ (Gunther 121)



